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Pinning Wishes on the Collar, Casting Vows on the Heart

Chong-De School’s Second Commencement Ceremony Event Summary
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Commencement ceremony for the second graduating class of Chong-De School
was held on June 15th, 2019. To many graduates, the post Bachelor degrees conferred
would not be their first. Quite a few graduates have already a Master’s Degree, one
even has a Doctorate in Chinese Medicine. They all came from afar with the goal of

improving their Tao studies. Ji-Gong Holy Teacher personally requested a student to

enroll, further proving that Chong-De School is unlike any other postgraduate school.
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At 8:30 in the morning, Senior Tao Transmitting Master Han oversaw the Vow-
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Making Ceremony within the sacred Grand Temple. He bore witness to the second
graduating class making their vows to Heaven and the Holy Teachers. They vowed that
they will bring everything they’ve learned within the past two years, along with their
studies and findings, back to the Tao Societies where it will be utilized to its fullest
potential. They vowed to put into practice what they’ve learned, in hopes of one day
becoming a pillar of the Tao Societies. Furthermore, some vowed to complete Master’s
Theses of I-Kuan Tao with accurate standpoints, in order to fulfill Baishui Sheng Di’s
wishes for the school, “To collect and compile scriptures by Buddhas and classics by
saints and sages, and use them as charters in order to: transform people’s lives for the
better, guide all sentient beings to enlightenment, pass on the spiritual heritage of Tao,

and forge confidently into the future with our missions.”
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Following a holy and sacred Gratitude Ceremony, commencement ceremony
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officially began at 9:30 in the morning. Senior Tao Transmitting Master Han led the
procession of distinguished members of the faculty and guests, which included
Honorary Professor Tao Transmitting Master Huang Shi-Ming, Distinguished Guest
Senior Tao Transmitting Master Liao Shi-Wen, the President and all professors,
followed by the graduating class. The atmosphere was warm and welcoming, as seats
were already filled with Puli Township Office VIPs, friends and families of the



graduates, and well-wishing guests from different Tao Societies. Shortly after the emcee
of Ceremony asked for everyone to settle in their seats, a choir made up of first year
students and friends performed a song, “Light Up the Lamp of the Universe.” This song
carried Ji-Gong Holy Teacher’s blessings and wishes to the graduates. President Lu
especially requested the song, in hopes that every graduate can light up the hearts of
sentient beings. The second song, “Passing on the Tao Torch,” is the theme song of the
students. The second year students sang the first verse, followed by the first year
students. It was a very touching moment. Senior Tao Transmitting Master Huang Shi-
Ming brought along a couple from Qingdao, China. The husband received Tao the night
before. After the graduation ceremony, the wife shared, “Today’s commencement
ceremony was eye-opening and touching! The students of Chong-De School are
amazing! Who would’ve thought a graduation ceremony can be so heartwarming and

"?

so full of Tao energy
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It is a great pleasure to have Chairman of the Board, Senior Tao Transmitting
Master Han, give his blessings. Senior Tao Transmitting Master Han mercifully pointed
out, “During Grand Senior Elder Han and Senior Elder Chen’s generations, affinity was
weak and it wasn’t the best time to build a school. Today, the Education Department
has allowed us to set up a school. For you all to be able to study here is a great honor
and fortune. Everyone here was recommended to enroll by different Fa-Yi Groups
because you are all pillars of Tao societies. After graduating, you will all return to your
Tao Society. Do not forget, there is no end in learning. Continue the passion in learning.
The Last Salvation will be completed by means of Confucianism teachings. We may
not be able to dive too deeply into all scriptures of the five major religions, but we
should at least concentrate on Confucian teachings. Confucian teaching is a critical part
of Chinese culture, especially Pre-Qing Dynasty Confucianism. Everyone has to use all
their efforts during their lifetime to study the essence of Confucius’s teaching. This is
the one true way for Tao Society’s future to grow and expand. We are not a religion.
We are the heirs of an excellent culture, that is, Chinese culture and the Tao lineage. We
have a responsibility on our shoulders. We have to put in our efforts, however meager

it may seem, into the carrying and passing on of the torch in our Tao Societies.
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After the blessings of Senior Tao Transmitting Master Han, Honorary Professor
Huang Shi-Ming followed with words of encouragement. He shared, “I am very excited
to take part in Chong-De School’s commencement ceremony. I am excited because the
school has succeeded in nurturing talents. Education is the key to nurturing new talents.
Miracles and phenomena are ephemeral, but education is the key to the lineage of the
Tao Societies. | am someone who has always emphasized heavily on education, but I
was in no position to enter into the Tao Society’s educational sector. But then came
along the construction of Chong-De School, which needed financial and material
support, and I stepped in without hesitation. Never Resting Bodhisattva said recently in
America, ‘Tao Society needs to nurture excellent and elite Tao cultivators and
propagators. All lecturers that come out from Chong-De School are the cream of the
crop. They can lecture, they can propagate, and more so, they can continue to carry and
pass on the torches of the Tao Society.” Last year, Ji-Gong Living Buddha mercifully
said in America, ‘Los Angeles has to build a landmark, in order to propagate Tao to the
Americas.” This year, Never Resting Bodhisattva encouraged, ‘To spread Tao to the
American states.” I hope that every graduate can venture out to propagate new places
all over the world. Don’t forget developed countries. Those in developed countries need
to learn even more. The more we learn, the more we improve. Do not forget to keep
improving after graduating, in order to keep advancing.” Thank you Senior Tao
Transmitting Master Huang for his great support, both in spiritually and financially,

enabling all faculty and students to put more effort into their studies.
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Finally, the president of the school, Tao Transmitting Master Lu, was invited to
speak. He said, "Today is the school’s second graduation ceremony. I asked graduates
what they have learned in the past two, three years. Their answers were all very deep.
They have not forgotten the image of their entrance interview, as if still right in front of
them. In the past two years, graduates spent long days in the research room, as if it was
their home. Our Holy Teacher said to study ‘with research as our goal, with cultivation
as our source.” Graduates set high expectations for themselves and did not see school
rules as restrictions. Students truly want, from the bottom of their hearts, to learn,

practice, and study Tao, so that they can fulfill their goals made at the time of admission.
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The school is a joint effort by Heaven and Human. Heavenly Mater appointed Ji-
Gong Living Buddha and Buddha of Longevity to draw out the school's shield during
a sandscripting session in New York. The Holy Teacher asked me to take out that
particular holy revelation with the logo while in Boston. He pointed out the circle in the
school logo is God, which means the school is overseen by God. Looking at school
logos all over the world, not one school logo has incorporated God. The logo also
included Grand Patriarch, Patriarch, Matriarch, Baishui Sheng Di, and Never-Resting
Bodhisattva, which signified the Tao lineage. Baishui Sheng Di and Never-Resting
Bodhisattva founded the school, jointly fulfilling the great vows of our Grand Patriarch,
Patriarch, and Matriarch. Together, they had implemented a major plan of God. The
Holy Teacher pointed to the door of the school logo and said to me, ‘Everyone leaving
through this door must be proper.” Therefore, I am very cautious, afraid that I would
lose the spirit of Tao. We take advantage of the opening ceremony every school year to
ask for Buddha’s advice in regards to the educational goals and directions of the school.
At the Third Annual Opening Ceremony, the Holy Teacher blessed us with ‘Pave the
Way for Future Study’ holy revelation, directing us in the direction and purpose of the
school. The Holy Teacher used a famous quote made by Neo-Confucianism philosopher
Zhang Zai to lay down the foundation of the school’s sacred purpose, “To ordain the
conscience for Heaven and Earth. To secure the lives and fortunes for the people. To
inherit the lost teachings for the past sages. To establish peace for future generations.”
Unfortunately, this was a dream at the time because the Great Salvation had not begun.
God 1s merciful, and we can achieve this dream now because this is the time of the
Great Salvation. The Holy Teacher went on to explain that to ‘begin the school year’
means ‘to pave the way for the future.” The full quote is, ‘To inherit the steps of past

saints and sages, and to pave the way for future generations.” Our Holy Teacher said,



‘In ancient times, we had Confucius who had three thousand disciples. In the recent
past, we had Zhu-Xi who gathered many notable followers of Confucianism through
his school. In the modern day, we have the Chong-De School, which will establish

peace for future generations.’
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It is God's will and God’s grand plan to establish Chong-De School and to establish
peace for future generations. The Patriarch of [-Kuan Tao is an international religious
leader. God sent an international religious leader to guide the school, making him the
highest leader in education. The establishing of the school was full of obstacles, and
God silently sent many Buddhas, Saint, Sages, and Bodhisattvas to assist us. It was not
something that can be accomplished with simple human power. Each obstacle was
difficult but was always resolved in the end. Our Patriarch explained the reason for
Chong-De School’s smooth progression, from the filing of official papers to students
recruitment to beginning of instruction, was because the school was working towards

establishing peace for future generations.
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We can describe the first and second graduating classes as students who foresaw
the future and enrolled before anything can be seen. Students of the third and fourth
graduating classes enrolled as soon as they learned the value of the school through
others. It is not only the duty of students and professors to promote the school, but also
the Fa-Yi Groups and the entire I-Kuan Tao. Everyone must be deeply involved and
dedicated for the purpose of I-Kuan Tao education. Let us wish that we can walk on the
right path of wisdom and perception and to further assist and help our Patriarch and

Matriarch complete this major event - the Last Salvation.
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Within the ‘Pave the Way for Future Study’ holy revelation, our Holy Teacher
emphasized that the establishment of Chong De School is to help with the Salvation of
the Three Realms. As we all know, the emergence of the Three Buddhas is for the same
purpose. They seek to pass on the wisdom of ‘Unfold, Manifestation, Realization and
Enlightenment.” During the morning readings or classes, I continuously give earnest
exhortations to practice the wisdom of unfolding, realizing and enlightening. Thus, the

school mainly focuses on the ‘True Transmission of the Principle of Self-Nature.’
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Lastly, the President encouraged, “Do not forget that once you are a student of
Chong De School, you are forever a student of Chong-De School. Graduation is not the
end. You have to continue to study, learn, gain deeper understanding and work hard
towards the fulfillment of Holy Teacher’s Three Great Vows. Therefore, we must use
what we learned to help propagate Tao to others, to help them return to their source of
life. Secondly, we have to be able to write and speak Chinese and spread its culture and
lineage of Tao. In addition, we must work together, restore the good traditions and
transform the world into one of Great Harmony. There is no end to learning. We have
to live out the spirit of the founder and forever propagate Tao to all sentient beings. The
school will be holding annual academic seminars and we welcome everyone to come
back and share topics that will benefit the world, allow for correction of mistakes and
guide all onto the right path of wisdom and perception. Finally, congratulations to
everyone and I wish you all a bright future and prosperous in Tao propagation." We are
very grateful and touched by President Lu’s words -- his steadfast encouragements are

filled with boundless blessings and aspirations for us.



President Lu’s speech
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Right after, graduate representatives (Tengen Chosei Tao Society, Fa-Yi Chong De
Kaohsiung Tao Society) gave their thank you speeches, and current student
representatives (Fa-Yi Chong De Taipei Tao Society and Thailand Fa-Yi Tzu Chi Tao
Society) sent their best wishes to the graduates. The heartfelt speeches were followed
by a recap video filmed by the graduates themselves. The teaser was fresh and creative,
followed by scenes that depicted Grace of Heaven and the Virtues of our Holy Teachers.
The video then showed Grand Senior Elder Han (Baishui Sheng Di), the faces of many
senior elders and majestic views of the Tao societies. Following were the daily moments
of President Lu and the school faculty. Last but not least, the video showcased the
stunning and graceful graduates. The whole video was thorough and touching. It

showcased the respective demeanor with which we should treat our Teachers.
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Then came the time for the sacred commencement ceremony. The graduates had

joyful smiles and moving tears, with the memories of the last two years in the school

flashing before their eyes.
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There is a Chinese saying, “A tree has its origin, water has its source.” Looking



back at the establishment of the school, IKT Chong-De School wouldn’t be possible
without the Grace of Heaven and the Virtues of our Holy Teachers, the vows and
sacrifices made by Baishui Sheng Di, and all Senior Elders, and the Fa-yi Groups. After
the award ceremony, all the graduates went onstage to bow and thank everyone with
their most grateful and sincere hearts. Let us thank the Grace of Heaven and the Virtues
of our Holy Teachers, Baishui Sheng Di, all Senior Elders, all the professors, Tao
seniors from all Tao societies, family members, the audience, and classmates. This
scene was very touching. As a cultivator, the most important thing is to be grateful at

all times, especially those who studied at Chong-De School and received a lot of

blessings from Heaven and our Holy Teachers. This is an honor; one must not forget.
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Financial support is greatly needed in order to complete construction of the
Baishui Sheng Di Assembly Hall. The graduates, not wanting to be left out of this
opportunity, held a donation ceremony amidst graduation to commemorate their joint

effort. The donation was led by the graduate representative, Tao Transmitting Master



Cao Jun-Hua. The donation was received by President Tao Transmitting Master Lu.
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Lastly, the emcee gave an emotional conclusion. “For the graduates, always
remember the expectations from our Baishui Sheng Di and the goals set by the Tao
seniors. By truly cultivating and setting goals, we will not let our Holy Teachers down.
Moreover, the education given by God and the Tao seniors will not be wasted if we
really apply Tao to our daily lives. When blessed with the Grace of Heaven, we should
start learning to be a great Holy pioneer. I hope that all of you will make contributions
to the Tao societies in the future and be a role model for sentient beings.” The second
commencement ceremony ended with everyone singing the melodic, yet solemn,
“Chong-De School Anthem,” a truly perfect ending for the Chong-De School’s Second
Commencement Ceremony.






